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ADVERTISEMENT. 


8 it is ro le that the following publication may ſall into the 
hands of ſo ne perſons unacquainted with che reatons for its ap- 
pearange, It is t ought proper briefly to Rate them: 

By à charters 0 Henry VII. confirmed by Queen Elizabeth, a 
power was given 5 the citizens of Cheſter, to elect annually a mayor, 
c ac fools, the twenty-four aldermen, and the forty common- 
council. Thee agh f {ome veglect or abuſe, the origin of which it is 

*r tis dance of time to trace, the ſelect body of mayor, 
nd common-council, aſſumed to themſelves, in excluſion 
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of the body of eitizens at large, the election of aldermen and com- 
men- cqunciimen, who, b ein 2 thus appointed, continued in their of- 
hegs during lite; and a weight of power and influence was created, 


which in cvery ſuccceding Period the citizens at large have in vain 


? 
CNUQECAVON! red to counteract. 


In the vear 1733 an information, in the nature of a guo warrants, 
das eommonced againſt o_ Fee body, to ſhew by what authority 
they claimed to m: the theſe elections. The y pleaded a bye-law, faid 


to be PE ls 6: 1narv as it may now appcar) under the authority 
of that very charter, which directed the elections to be auuually made 
by the ith gens at large; and at that time, this authority, ſuch as it 
was, rece red the fanction of the verditt of a jury. It has, however, 
been 2 e-2 CANON ledged on all hands, that the by e-law was bad ; and, 


under this idea, the citizens were encouraged: to make another at- 


rempt tor the recovery of their liberties: In 1784, therefore, the 
corporation were «gaz called upon to ſhew their authority for ex- 
cluding the frecta n at large from a voice in the election of aldermen 
and common cuncilnen: But, inſtead of reſorting to their former 
ſubrerfuge, the. bye-laww, they, to the ſurpriſe of all men, ſet up a 
charter of 'Charles II. the very exiſten ce =O which was known to ſew. 
This charter had been 1 impolcd upon e citizens by that king in the 
2 ter part of his reign, a d carried into effect for the ſpace of three 

- ſour years, thro the contrivance of a ſet of perſons devoted to his 
e by which 4% the liberties granted in the old charter were to- 
tally ſubverted, and a mode of election ſimilar to that which the cor- 
poration nom contend for, eſtabliſned. The fame arbitrary meaſures 
had been put in force againit almoſt ev ry other corporation in the 
kingdom, which, together with the defign of introducing popery, 


occaſioncd a diicontent ſo general as to "be a principal cauſe of the 


revolution. Under the apprehenſion of that event, James the ſecond 
endeavoured to conciliate and quict the minds of the people by iſſuing 
charters off re/foration, re-eſtabliſhing the antient conſtitutions, and an- 
nulling the ze charters, which from thenceforth were almoſt univer- 
ially 10 tered to fink into oblivion —a very comprchenſive and maſterly 
account of the tramlacdlons of that period, principally as they relate to 
the city of Cheticr, may be found in Mr. Serjeant Adair's addreſs to 
chene on the arlt trial of this cauſe at Shrewſbury. 


1e corporation now contend, and the late judgment in the court 


of king's-bench ſeems to give a ſandlion to the notion, that the old 
charter was to cutirely done away by the proceedings in law had againſt 
it in the time of Charles IId. that it could nt be revived by the re- 
Moring charter of James, and therefore that the intermediate charter 
ot Charles having been accepted and acted under, (tho? but for a very 
tew years) mult be the "O02 exiſting law of the place, To have openly 

appeared 


* 
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appeared ſuch zealous advocates, for the eſtabliſiment of this charter 
ot Charles the IId. is the moſt unequivocal proof, that the corporation 
conſider it as the beſt and moſt excellent of charters, and the moſt 
proper for their own government, and that of their fellow citizens. 
Is it not then moſt wonderful that they ſhould have taken no ſteps to- 
wards the making it public ? Whether after all their apparent partia- 
lity for it, there may not be ſomething in it they do not like, and 
whether, after having given it avs airings to Shrewſbury, they do not 
wiſh it to return to its former ftate of duſt and obſcurity in the o/d 
che/?, we pretend not to ſay. But a copy of it being taken, among 
others of the corporation records, we here preſent our fellow citizens, 
and the public at large, with a faithful tranilation, that they may have 
an opportunity (which the poſſeſſors of the original ſeem unwilling 
to allow them) of forming an impartial opinion of its real merits, 


Juxe 23, 1788. 
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HARLES the SECOND, by the grace of God of England, Scot- 
tand, France, and Ireland, king, defender of the faith, to all to 
whom theſe preſent letters ſhall come, greeting : Know ye, that for 
our great affection which we have and bear for our city of Cheſter, and 
the citizens of the ſame city, and in conſideration of the good beha- 


viour, great charges and expences of the citizens of the ſame city, and 


of the very grateful ſervices by them many ways rendered to us and our 
moſt dear beloved father, of bleſſed memory, againſt our adverſaries 
and rebels, and deſiring the better eſtate of our city of Cheſter, and 
the citizens of the ſame, and alſo more eſpecially to provide for their 
accommodation and quiet, of our eſpecial grace, and of our certain 
knowledge and mere motion, We wilL, and by theſe preſents, for our- 
ſelves, our heirs and ſucceſſors, declare, ordain, conſtitute, and grant, 
that the ſaid city, and all the ground within the ditch of the ſaid city, 
with the ſuburbs and hamlets in the precin& and circuit of the ſame, 
and all the land within the precinct and circuit of the ſaid city of Cheſ- 
ter, and within the ſaid ſuburbs and hamlets (our caſtle of Cheſter, 


ſituate within the walls of the ſame city, and our liberty within the. 


bounds, commonly called Le Glovers-ſtone, altogether excepted) ſhall 
be from henceforth from the county: of Cheſter exempted, ſeparated, 
and in all things, and by all things, altogether exempt and ſeparate, as 
well by land as by water; and that the ſaid city, and ſuburbs and ham- 
lets of the ſame; and all the land within the precinct and circuit thereof 
(except as before excepted) ſhall be from henceforth a county by itſelf, 
| diſtin in itſelf from the county of Cheſter, and from henceforth ſhall 
be named and called for ever, the county of the city of Cheſter; and 
that the citizens and inhabitants of the ſaid city (Roger Whitley, eſq. 
Thomas Whitley, ſon of the ſaid Roger, John Mainwaring, eſq. William 
Williams, late recorder of the faid city, George Booth, eſq. William 
Streete, George Mainwaring, and Michael Johnſon, only (a) excepted) 
ſhall be one community and body-corporate and politic, in deed, name, 
and fact, by themſelves, and ſhall for ever be called by the name of the 
mayor and citizens of the city of Cheſter ; and by the ſame name of mayor 
and citizens of the city of Cheſter, in all future times ſhall be perſons 
able and in law capable to hold, acquire, receive, and poſſeſs, manors, 
lands, tenements, liberties, privileges, juriſdictions, franchiſes, and he- 
reditaments, of whatſoever kind or fort they be, to them and their ſuc- 
ceſſors, in fee and in perpetuity, or otherwiſe howſoever; and alſo 
goods, credits, and chattels, and all other things, of whatſoever kind, 
nature, or fort they be; and alſo to give, grant, let, and aſſign, manors, 

2 | lands, 


it 
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(a) We need not be at any loſs for the reaſons of this attempt to disfranchiſe 
theſe gentlemen, or if we were, the following paſſages in Gray's Parliamentary 
Debates ſufficiently explain it: 

P. 107 — Feb. 22, 1688-9, —Col. Whitley, „I know not what rewards others 
* have had, but I have paid above 23,0001. becauſe I was told I voted againſt 
the king an this houſe, I was one of the commiſſioners to diſband the army. 
„ would not deliver up Cheſter- charter. I am a neighbour and a/derman of the 
« city. Theſe were my crimes.” 

P. 515.—Sir William Williams. ** In ſome corporations, of 600 who had a 
„ right to give conſent to a ſurrender, not above 34 were for it, and they prevail- 
* ed. And how came this about? This was a packed common-council by Lord 
** Jeffries, There are ze fil in bei ig at Cheſter againſt the ſurrender, &.“ 


Creation of the 


city into a 
county by it- 
ſelf. 
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ande, tenements, and hereditaments, goods, debts, credits, and chat- 
tels, and to do and perfdrta all other acts, deeds, and things, by the 
name of the mayor and citizens of the city of Cheſter; and that they 
and their ſueceſſors ſhall and may, by the ſame name, plead and be 
impleaded, anſwer and be anſwered unto, defend and be defended, in 
whatſoever courts or places, and before whom ſoever our judges and juſ- 
tices, and all other perſons and officers of us, our heirs and fucceſſors, 
in all and all manner of actions, ſuits, plaints, pleas, cauſes, matters, 
and demands, of whatſoever kind, nature, or fort, they be, in the ſame 
manner and form as other our liege ſubjects of this our realm of Eng- 

land, as perſons able and in law capable can or may plead or be im- 

pl-aded, anſwer and be anſwered unto, defend and be defended. 

Corporation to And that the mayor and citizens of the ſaid city, for the time being, 
have a com- ſhall for ever have a common: ſeal, for the performing and tranſactin 

mon-ſealwith thjeir cauſes and buſineſs of whatſoever fort ; and that it may and ſhall 

eee uf be lawful for the ſaid mayor and citizens of the ſaid city, and their 
pleaſure, ſucceſſors, to break and change that ſeal at their pleaſure, from time to 
time, and to make ſuch other new- one as to them ſhall ſeem better to 

be uſed. And moreover we will, and by theſe preſents, for ourſelves, 

our heirs and ſucceſſors, do grant and ordain, that for ever hereafter 

there may and ſhall be within the ſaid city, one chief magiſtrate or 

To have a mayor officer, tho ſhall be and be called Mayor of the city of Cheſter ; and 
alſo one honeſt and diſcreet man, learned in the laws of England, who 

* hath been a barrifter by the ſpace of three years at the leaſt, who ſhall 

A recorder, be and be called REcorDER of the city of Cheſter ; and that there 

| ſhall and may be within the ſaid city, twenty-four honeſt and diſcreet 

24 aldermen. men, who ſhall be and be called aLverRMeN of the ſame city, of whom 
| we will, that the mayor of the ſaid city, and the recorder of the ſaid 

city, for the time being, be two; and alſo that there ſhall and may be 

within the ſaid city, forty other honeſt and difcreet men, who ſhall be 

Forty common- and be called the coMMoN-COUNCIL of the faid city; and alſo two 

council. honeſt and diſcreet men, who ſhall be and be called sHERIFFsS of the 

Two ſheriffs. city of Cheſter, and of the county of the ſame city ; and one fit perſon 

A common clerk who ſhall be and be called the common-CLERK of the ſaid city; and 

Two coroners. alſo two honelt and diſcreet men, who ſhall be and be called coRON ERS 

Clerk of market of the <ity of Cheſter, and of the county of the ſame city ; and alſo 

Tuo murengers. an ESCHEATOR, a clerk of the market, two ſurveyors of the walls of 

Two treaſurers the ſaid city, called MURENGERs, two TREASURERS of the ſaid city, 

2 leavelookers geo officers called LEAVE-LOOKERS, a BEARER of the Sword of the 

Sword-bearer, ſaid city, a BEARER Of the MACE of the ſaid city, one officer called the 


Mace-b g id ci 
Yeoman of the YEOMAN of the PENTICE, and a CRIER of the Cours of the ſaid city: 


pentice. And for the better execution of this our will and grant, in this behalf, 
Crier of the we have affigned, nominated, conſtituted, and made, and by theſe pre- 
court. ſents, for ys, our heirs and ſucceſſors, do aſſign, nominate, conſtitute, 


Sir Thos. Groſ- 
; 8 ell- Helga 1 8 SVENO 
e and make, our æcell-lelshed THOMAS GROSVENOR, () baronet, to be 


ed the Kr and become the firſt and preſent mayor of the ſaid city, willing and 
mayor, | | a granting, 
(5 That poſterity may know how well this worthy gentleman deſerved this 

honour, we inſert the following account, extracted from the records of the corpo- 


ration: 5 
For Sir Thomas Groſvenor, bart. 1684. 


For charges of proſecuting the quo warranto againſt the charter of 3 
Cheſter, as per bill, ä 
27:5 N:% 1684. To the clerk of the crown, 4 15 © 


Paid to Dr. Wynne for the uſe of Sir Leoline Jenkins for the commiſ- 1 0 
liou of the nine juſtices, as per receipt, $7 Ge * . 


„ 
granting, that the ſame Thomas Groſvenor ſhall be and continue in the 
laid office of mayor of the ſaid city, from the date of theſe preſents 
until Friday next after the feaſt of St. Dennis next enſuing the date of 
theſe preſents, and from thence until one other of the aldermen of the 
faid city, ſhall be elected and ſworn into that office, according to the 


order and direction hercatter in theſe preſents expreſſed and declared, 
B 2 In 


 DrsnURSEMENTS in obtaining and paſſing the new charter of Cheſter. 
To Mr. Attorney General for his report on the heade, 2 
Io his clerk for 
For ſeveral ſearches at the patent office for the grant of the hoſpital of? 
St. John Baptiſt 
For ſearching in the auditor's office, 
in the Roll's office of 4 records, 


= 


O0 O © 0 


8 % 


For copy of che grant and examining it, | 

For drawing petition to the king and ingrofling it, 

For the order of reference thereupon ſor the lords of the treaſury, 

For the order of reference from the lords of the treaſury to the — 
veyor general, i 

For the entering clerk, 

For the ſurveyor's report, 

For entering, | 

Expences at ſeveral times on the clerks, 

For waterage at ſeveral times, 

For the report of the lords of treaſury to his majeſty m. — 
ſaid hoſpital of St. John Baptiſt, 

For entering, = 

For the king's reference to Mr. Attorney ge thereon. 

For ſearching at the auditor's for Col. Whitley's leaſe of Iviley, 


For the copy, 


2 copy for 
For drawing a petition to the wing and engroſſing it for a leaſe of Iviley, 


For an order of reference thereon to the lords of the treaſury, 
For the order of reference to the ſurveyor general, 

For the ſurveyor general's report to the lords of the treaſury, 
For another order of reference from the lords of the an, to Mr. 
Surveyor General, : 
For the ſurveyor's ſecond report, 
For waterage, 


For penny-polt letters, N 
Paid for ſearches and other charges twice to Hampton court to petition 


the king for the city revenues during the vacancy, 
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Paid for coach hire to Windſor and back, and charges there for obtain- : 66 
ing the king's warrant for the charter, for obtaining lviley, 
27th Nov. 1684. Paid at the ſecretary's office for paſſing the BOL 6 0 
for Mr. Attorney to draw the charter, 5 
More paid there for writing and entering, I 10 O 
'Fo the office keeper, * o 10 0 
28th Jan. 1684. To Mr. Attorney General for mu_ and his clerks fees, 27 5 0 
The two warrants, oO O 
The clerk for ingroſling, 1 10 o 
The clerk's fee, 2 0 © 
Paid for a draft of the charter, by poſt, from Sir Edward Lutwych, 2.0 -S 
29th Jan 1684. Paid Mr. Secretary's fee, 18 © © 
Faid for ſealing in the ſecretary's office and. the clerk's fees, 110 © 
ath Feb, 1684. Paid to the privy ſeal office for their ſees and 1 1 6 i6 
perpetuities, 
Paid to the ſignet office for their fees and three perpetuities, 18 0 0 
Paid to the office-keeper in Mr. Secretary's office for attendance, - o 10 ©, 
Paid to the clerks of each office for their engroſſing fees, 42 ,S: 
Paid for charges of the officers for examining the privy ſeal ne bills, a 8 
at the Swan tavern, in King: ſtreet, Weſtminſter, | 
To the keeper of the privy ſcal and ſignet office, 98 0 
4th Feb. 1684. Paid for coach-hire to get the lord keeper s precip? We — WP 
Paid to the bearer of the great ſeal five guineas, _ 3 3 
Paid to hi. clerk, GBS . 
11th Feb. 1684. For ingrolüng the charter in the patent, 30 0 n 
| | '© 10 0 


Paid to the c c=, 


4 
! | | 
4&3. 
j To have all tolls if he the ſame Thomas Groſvenor ſhall ſo long live; and that the fame 
i | 1 1 Thomas Groſvenor, and his ſucceſſors, for ever, ſhall have, retain, and 
convert, to their own proper uſes, all ſuch tolls, profits, and advantages, 
as any one or other mayor or mayors of the ſaid city, at any time here- 
tofore lawfully had, retained, and converted, to his or their own proper 
Si Eawar3 Lok uſe or uſes: And moreover we have aſſigned, nominated, conſtituted, 
| wiche, named 22d made, and by theſe preſents, for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, do 
recorder. aſſign, nominate, conſtitute, and make, our well-beloved and faithful 
Sir Edward Lutwiche, our ſerjeant at law, to be and become the firſt 
* and preſent recorder of the faid city ; we willing, and by theſe preſents, 
To have the fees for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, granting, as much as in us lies, to the 
belonging to ſaid recorder, and his ſucceſſors, that he the ſaid: recorder, and his ſuc- 
the office. ceſſors, ſhall have, hold, and enjoy, all ſuch fees and profits as any re- 
| corders of the ſaid city heretofore had, held, or enjoyed: And more- 
| over we have aſſigned, nominated, conſtituted, and made, and by theſe 
The 24 alder- preſents, for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, do aſſign, nominate, conſti- 
men named. tute, and make, our well-beloved and faithful couſin William George 
earl of Derby, and the ſaid Thomas Groſvenor, baronet, and alſo our 
well-beloved Peter Pindar, baronet, Sir Richard Dutton, the ſaid Sir 
Edward Lutwiche, our ſerjeant at law, Peter Shakerley, eſq. Hugh 
Groſvenor, eſq. Robert Werden, eſq. Robert Murrey, Thomas Wil- 
cocke, Thomas Simpſon, William Ince, William Wilme, John Sparke, 
William Wilſon, Edward Oulton, Hugh Starkey, Ralph Burroughs, 
Francis Skelhorne, William Starkey, William Allen, Henry Bennet, 
William Bennet, and Valentine Short, gentlemen, to be and become 
The forty com- the firſt and preſent aldermen of the ſaid city: And moreover we have 
mon = council aſſigned, nominated, conſtituted, and made, and by theſe preſents, for 


mayor. 


© 


named. us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, do aſſign, nominate, conſtitute, and make, 
| | our 
17h Feb. 1684. Paid for the great ſeal, 8 9 o 
Paid for the king's fine, | ö 6 13 4 
te Inrolling and eftreating, : | 8 
* maper.“ Lord keeper, maſter of the rolls, and hanaper chaff 
office. wa, | | ; ">20 4 8 
Lord keeper's ſervant, . 1-2-0 
(To the under officers at the lord keeper's, O 10 o 
20th Feb. 1684. Paid the ſtationer as per receipt, * 
Paid waterage at ſeveral times, * * * 
Paid for penny-pott letters, | 8 1 8 
Paid for a copy of the heads of the charter to carry down, 7 0 
8 
Received of Col. Werden. C. 20 0 0 : 
Received of Sir Thomas Groſvenor, 0 
242 8 


eee Re vg 4 Received this 2ſt February, 1684, the | 


ſum of L£.9 3 10 in full of this *7 J. 3 10 


count, per 
JOUN KEGGE. 


This charter was paſt at half fees, and cheaper than any yet hath been-paſt, by 
the intereſt of Sir Thomas Groſu mr; which otherwiſe could not have been, he at- 
tending with me perſonally at all the offices. For my own pains in proſecuting the 
quo warranto, and gaining this charter, I have not charged any thing, but humbly 
ſubmit the ſame to the grave conſideration of this honourable city. . 

24th Feb. 1684. | JOHN KEGGE. . 

At an aſſembly held the 12th of March following, it was ordered, That a 

Fa % gratuity of 20 guineas be given to Mr. John Kegye, for his extraordinary care 
and pains in ſolicitation about the buſineſs of the late charter.“ 


The ſums marked thus & are illegible in the original. 


Remains due, 9 3 10 
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sur beloved John Wilme, Peter Bennet, Richard Brett, Ralph Holme, 
Hugh Berkeley, Richard Taylor the elder, Thomas Johnſon, John 
Burroughs, Thomas Warmingham, Edward Croughton, John Goul- 
borne, Richard Harriſon, John Johnſon, Henry Croſby, Thomas Mad- 
docks, Puleſton Partington, Richard Oulton, Edward Partington, Owen 
Shone, Richard Francis, John Whittle, Robert Jones, Edward Star- 
key, Ralph Oulton, Ralph Turner, Nathaniel Bullen, Jonathan Whit- 
by, Ralph Poole, Samuel Heath, John Warrington, Elizeus Lloyd, 
Richard Taylor the younger, John Hale, Robert Moulſon, William 
Plumley, Richard Bird, Joſeph Dixon, Thomas Holland, John Min- 
ſhull, and John Critchley, to be and become the firſt and preſent com- 
mon-council-men of the ſaid city: And we have aſſigned, nominated, 

conſtituted, and made, and by theſe preſents, for us, our heirs and | 
ſucceſſors, do aſſign, nominate, conſtitute, and make, the ſaid Richard The two ſheriffs 
Harriſon and ſohn Johnſon, before in theſe preſents mentioned to be named. 

two of the common-council-men of the ſaid city, to be and become 

the firſt and preſent ſheriffs of the ſaid city, and of the county of the 
ſame city: And further we aſſign, nominate, ordain, grant, and de- 
clare, that every mayor of the ſaid city, for the time being, ſo ſoon 
as he ſhall he elected and preferred into the office of mayor of the ſaid Mayor to be 
city, ſhall become eſcheator of the court and clerk of the market clerk of the 
there: And we have afſigned, nominated, conſtituted, and made, and market. 
by theſe preſents do, for ourſelf, our heirs and ſucceſſors, aſſign, no- | 

minate, conſtitute, and make, the ſaid Thomas Simpſon (before in The common- 
theſe preſents mentioned to be one of the aldermen) to be and become clerk. 
the firſt and preſent common-clerk of the city aforeſaid, to have, hold, 
enjoy, and exerciſe, the ſaid office, by himſelf, or his ſufficient de- 
puty or ſufficient deputies : And we have aſſigned, nominated, conſti- The 2 coroners. 
tuted, and made, the aforeſaid Edward Oulton and Francis Skelhorne, 
to be and become the firſt and preſent coroners of the city aforeſaid, 
and county of the ſame ; and the aforeſaid Thomas Simpſon and Wil- The 2 muren- 
liam Ince, to be and become the firſt and preſent ſurveyors of the walls sers. 
of the city aforeſaid ; and the aforeſaid Hugh Starkey and Puleſton The 2 treaſu- 
Partington, to be the firſt and preſent treaſurers of the city aforeſaid ; rers. 
and the aforeſaid Edward Partington and John Warrington, to be and The two leave- 
become the firſt and preſent officers called leave-lookers of the city lookers. 
| aforeſaid ; and Joſeph Langley to be and become the firſt and preſent Ine 8 

fword-bearer of the city aforeſaid ; Powel Williams to be and become er. 
the firſt and preſent mace-bearer of the city aforeſaid, to hold and en- The mace-bear- 
joy all rights, profits, and perquiſites, which any mace-bearer hereto- er. 
fore hath enjoyed, to have, hold, and exerciſe, the office aforeſaid, by 
himſelf or his ſufficient deputy (ſuch deputy to be firſt approved by 
the mayor of the ſaid city, for the time being); John Williamſon to The yeoman of 
be and become the firſt officer called the yeoman of the pentice within the pentice. 
the city aforeſaid; and Robert Warmingham to be and become the The crier. 
firſt and preſent crier of the courts of the city aforeſaid. And further Juſtices appoint- 
we have aſſigned, ordained, and conſtituted, and by theſe preſents, for ed to preſerve 
ourſelf, our heirs and ſucceſſors, do aſſign, ordain, and conſtitute, the the peace. 
aforeſaid earl of Derby, Peter Pindar, Richard Dutton, Peter Shaker- 
ley, Hugh Grofvenor, Robert Werden, Rabert Murrey, Thomas Wil- 
cocke, Thomas Simpſon, William Ince, William Wilme, and John 
Sparke, and the mayor and recorder, and deputy mayor and deputy 
recorder, of the ſaid city, from time to time, for the time being, during 
the term they ſhall continue in their reſpective offices, and every per- 
fon who hereafter ſhall be mayor of the ſaid city, after his diſcharging 
the office of mayor of the ſaid city, reſpectively, jointly, ſeverally, 
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and every of thein, our juſtices to preſerve our peace within our city 


of Cheſter, and county of the ſame; and to keep, and cauſe to be 


kept, all ordinances and ſtatutes for the good of our peace, and pre- 


ſervation of the ſame, and for the quiet, regulation, and government, 


of our people, in all and ſingular articles, within the city aforeſaid, or 
county of the ſame, as well within the liberties as without, according 
to the force, form and effect thereof; and cauſe to be chaſtiſed and 


puniſhed, all offenders againſt the form of the ordinances and ſtatutes 
aforeſaid, or any of them, within the ſaid city, or county of the ſame 


city, according to the form of thoſe ordinances and ſtatutes; and to 


any of our people, or the burning of their habitations, to come before 
them, or any of them, and to find ſufficient ſecurity for obſerving the 
peace, or for their good behaviour towards us and our people, and if 
they ſhall refuſe to find ſuch ſecurity, then to cauſe them to be ſafely 
kept in our priſons till they do find ſuch ſecurity. And further we 
have aſſigned, ordained, and conſtituted, and by theſe preſents do, for 
ourſelf, our heirs and ſucceſſors, aſſign, ordain, and conſtitute, the 


aforeſaid earl of Derby, Peter Pindar, Richard Dutton, Peter Shaker- 


ley, Hugh Groſvenor, Robert Werden, Robert Murrey, Thomas Wil- 


cocke, 'Thomas Simpſon, William Ince, William Wilme, and John 
Sparke, and the mayor and recorder, and the deputy mayor and de- 
puty recorder, of the ſaid city, for the time being, during the time 
they ſhall continue in their reſpective offices, and every perſon who 
hereafter ſhall be mayor of the city aforeſaid, after the diſcharge of 
the office of mayor of the ſaid city, and any two or more of them, 
(whereof we will, that the aforeſaid earl of Derby, Peter Pindar, Ri- 
chard Dutton, Peter Shakerley, Robert Werden, Hugh Groſvenor, 
Robert Murrey, Thomas Wilcocke, Thomas Simpſon, William Ince, 
William Wilme, the mayor, recorder, deputy mayor, or deputy re- 
corder, for the time being, and ſome perſon who ſhal} be mayor of 


the city aforeſaid, after the diſcharge of his office, reſpectively, ſhall. 


be one) to be our juſtices to enquire, by the oath of honeſt and 


lawful men of the ſaid city, by whom the truth of the matter may 


better be known, of all and all manner of felonies, poiſonings, witch- 
craits, ſacrileges, magic arts, treſpaſſes, foreſtailings, regratings, mo- 
nopolies, and extortions whatſoever, and of all and ſingular other evil 
deeds and offences, of which our juſtices of the peace lawfully may 
or ought to enquire, by whom and whatſoever perſons they may be 


done or committed, within the city aforeſaid, or county of the ſame - 


city, or ſhall hereafter happen to be done or attempted ; as alſo of all 
thoſe who, within the city aforeſaid, or county of the ſame city, ſhall 
have gone, or with armed force ſhall hereafter preſume to go, on foot 
or on horſeback, to aflemblics contrary to our peace, or for the ſtirring 
up of the people; as alſo concerning all thoſe who ſhall have there 
lain in wait with defign to ilay or maim any of our ſubjects, or ſhall 
hereafter ſo do; as alſo concerning hoſtelers, and all and ſingular other 
perſons who have offended, or attempted to offend, or who ſhall here- 
after offend, or attempt to offend, by falſe weights or meaſures, or in 
the ſale of victuals contrary to the form of the ordinances or ſtatutes, 


or any of them, made for the common benefit of our realm of Eng- 


land, and our people of the fame ; as alſo concerning all ſheriffs, bai- 
lifts, ſtewards, conſtables, keepers of gaols, and other ciicers, who 


ſhall have preſumed to behave improperly in the execution of their. 
offices concerning the matters aforeſaid, or any of them, or ſhall hap- 
pen to have been careleſs, remiſs, or negligent, or hereafter ſhall 1o, 


5 be, 


cauſe all ſuch perſons as ſhall threaten injury to the body or bodies of 


| „ | 
be, within the city aforeſaid, or county of the ſame city ; and of all 
and ſingular articles, circumſtances, and other things whatſoever, by 
whom and whatſoever perſons they have been done or committed, or 
may hereafter happen to be done or attempted there, howſoever they 
may concern the premiſes, or any of them, more fully to inquire into 
the truth thereof, and to inſpect indictments againſt any one taken, or 
to be kaken, before them, or any of them, or before any late juſtices 
of the peace within the ſaid city made or taken, and not yet brought 
to iſſue, and to make and continue proceſs thereon agaiuſt all and ſin- 
gular perſons ſo indicted, or who may happen hercafter to be indicted 
before them, ſo that they may be ſeized, or ſurrender themſelves, or 
be outlawed ; and to hear and determine all and fingular felonies, 
'poiſonings, witcherafts, ſacrileges, magic arts, treſpaſſes, foreſtal- 
ments, regratings, monopolies, extortions, conventicles, indictments 
aforeſaid, and all other and each of the premiſes, according to the law 
and ſtatutes of our realm of England, as in like caſes hath been ac- 
cuſtomed or ought to be done, and to correct and puniſh ſuch delin- 
quents, and each of them, for their offences, by fines, redemptions, 
amercements, or otherwiſe, as hath been accuſtomed or ought to be 
done, according to the law and cuſtom of our realm of England, or 
the form of the ordinances and ſtatutes aforeſaid. We will, moreover, Power for mayor 
and by theſe preſents, for ourſelf, our heirs and ſucceſſors, do conſti- aldermen and 
tute, ordain, and declare, that upon Friday next after the feaſt of St. akerrar fe 
Dennis, in every year, the mayor, aldermen, and common- council, e N 
of the city aforeſaid, or the greater part of them, may, without any mayor. 
contradiction, aſſemble and meet together in the common-hall of the 
city aforeſaid, and that they, ſo aſſembled, or the greater part of them, 
may, by ſcrutiny, nominate and ele& one of the aldermen of the city 
aforeſaid, who ſhall by no means have ſerved the office of ſheriff for 
three years before the ſaid Friday next after the feaſt of Saint Dennis 
immediately preceding, to be MavoR of the city aforeſaid, to continue 
in that office until another perſon ſhall be nominated, elected, and 
made, in due form, in and to the office of mayor of the city aforeſaid : 
And alſo two of the common-council of the city aforeſaid, who ſhall And ſherifts 
by no means have ſerved the office of ſheriff for three years before the 
ſaid Friday next after the feaſt of St. Dennis immediately preceding, 
to be SHERIFFS of the city aforeſaid, and county of the ſaid city, and 
to continue in that office until two other perſons ſhall, in due form, 
be nominated, choſen, and made, to and in that office: And alſo out 
of the molt diſcreet and honeſt citizens of the city aforeſaid, two citi- 
zens to be CORONERS of the city aforeſaid, and county of the ſame 
city, to continue in that office until two other perſons ſhall be choſen 
and made, in due form, in and to that office ; which ſame coroners, ſo 
choſen and made, ſhall and may have, uſe, and exerciſe, the like power 
and authority as our coroners of the county palatine of Cheſter, or in 
any other county in our realm of England, have, uſe, and exerciſe ; 
And further, that the mayor, aldermen, and common-council, of the 
city aforeſaid, or the greater part of them, ſo as aforeſaid aſſembled, 
may chuſe two of the aldermen of the city aforeſaid, to be ſurveyors 
of the walls of the city aforeſaid, called ux EN GER, to continue in 
that office till two other perſons ſhall be in due form choſen and made 
to and in that office; and that they, ſo elected, ſhall yearly col'/.& 
and receive a certain ſubſidy or cuſtom in the city aforeſaid, called 
murage, as it hath been antiently levied in the city aforeſaid, for the 
ſupport and building of the walls aforeſaid. And alſo two others, of 


the moſt diſcreet and honeſt citizens of the ſaid city, to he TREASU- And treaſurer. 
| | RER® 


And coroners. 


And murengere. 


And leave- 
lookers. 
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RERS of the city aforeſaid. And alſo two others, out of the moſt 
diſcreet and honeſt citizens of the city aforeſaid, to be officers called 
LEAVELOOKERS of the city aforeſaid, to continue in that office till 
two other perſons ſhall be in due form elected and made to and in that 


Power in caſe of office. And, moreover, we will, and, by theſe preſents, grant, con- 


death or a- 
moval to elect 
others. 


ſtitute, and ordain, that if it ſhall happen that the mayor of the ci 
aforeſaid, in the time of his mayoralty, ſhall die, or be AMOVED 
from that office, at any time before the Friday next after the Feaſt of 
St. Dennis, in any year, then and ſo often the aldermen and common 
council of the city aforeſaid, or the greater part of them, immedi- 
ately after the death or AMOVAL of ſuch mayor, may, without any 
hindrance or contradiction, aſſemble and meet together, in the Com- 
mon-hall aforeſaid ; and that they fo aſſembled, or the greater part of 
them, may nominate and chuſe, by ſcrutiny, one of the aldermen of 
the city aforeſaid, who ſhall in no wiſe have ſerved the office of ſheriff 
for three years immediately preceding the day of ſuch election, to be 
and become mayor of the city aforeſaid, in the place and ſtead of ſuch 
mayor ſo dead or amoved, to continue in that office until Friday next 
after the Feaſt of St. Dennis, next enſuing his election aforeſaid, and 
until another perſon to and in that office ſhall be choſen and made 
in due form, and according to the ordinances, forms, and proviſions, 
in theſe preſents before-mentioned. And further, that as often as it 
thall happen, that one or more of the aldermen of the city aforeſaid 
ſhall die, or be AMOVED from the office or offices, place or places, 
of aldermen, that then and fo often, the mayor, the reſidue of the al- 
dermen, and the common-counct1], of the city aforeſaid, or the greater 
part of th:m, immediately after the death or amoval of ſuch alderman 
or aldermen, may, without any hindrance or contradiction, aflemble 
and meet together, in the Common-hall aforeſaid, and that they ſo aſ- 
ſembled, or the greater part of them, may, by ſcrutiny, ele& and 
make one or more, as the caſe ſhall require, of the common-council 
of the city aforeſaid, to be an alderman or aldermen, in the place or 
places of him or them ſo dead or amoved. And further, that as often 
as it ſhall-happen that one or more of the common-council of the city 
aforeſaid, ſhall die, or be AMIOVED from the office or offices of com- 
mon council-man, or common-council-1en, of the city aforeſaid ; 
that then and fo often the mayor, aldermen, and the reſidue of the 
common-council of the ſaid city, or the greater part of them, ſhall 
and may, without any hindrance or contradiction, aſſemble and meet 
in the Common-hall aforeſaid ; and that they, ſo aſſembled, or the 


greater part of them, ſhall and may, by ſcrutiny, ele& and prefer cac 


or more, as the caſe ſhall require, of the citizens of the city aforeſaid, 
to be of the common-council of the faid city, in the place or places 
of him or them ſo dead or amoved. | 
And, farther, that as often as it ſhall happen that the recorder o 
the city aforeſaid do die, or from his office aforeſaid be AMOVED, 


that then and ſo often, the mayor, aldermen, and common-council, of 


the city aforeſaid, for the time being, or the greater part of them, ſhall 
and may, immediately, without contradiction, in the Common-halF 
atoreſaid, aſſemble and meet together; and that they ſo aſſembled, or © 
the greater part of them, may nominate, and, by ſcrutiny, elect 
one honeſt and diſcreet man, of the aldermen of the city aforeſaid, 
ſkilled in the laws of this our realm of England, and who. ſhall have 
been a Barriſter by the ſpace of three years at the leaſt, to be recorder 
of the city aforeſaid, in the place and ſtead of ſuch recorder ſo dead 
or amoved. And farther, we will, and for ourſelf, our heirs and ſuc- 

; | | ceſſors, 
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eeſſdrs, grant, that as often as it ſhall happen the ſneriffs of the city 
aforeſaid, or either of them, die or be AMOVED from his office 
aforeſaid, that then and ſo often, the mayor, aldermen, and common- | 
council, of the city aforeſaid, or the greater part of them, ſhall and 
may aſſemble and meet together, in the common-hall aforeſaid, and 
that they, fo there aſſembled, or the greater part of them, ſhall and - 
may Rominate, and by a /crutiny elect, one or two of the common- 
council of the city aforeſaid (as the caſe ſhall require) who in no wiſe 
mall have held the office of ſheriff or ſheriffs. for three years imme- 
diately preceding the day of ſuch election, to. be ſheriff's or ſheriff of 
the city aforeſaid, or county of the ſame city, to ſucceed in the office 
aforeſaid, in the place or places, or itead, of ſuch ſherifls, or ſuch 
ſheriff, ſo dead or amoved. And farther, we will, and for ourlelf, 
our heirs and ſucceſſors, grant, that as often as it ſhall happen the 
ofticer or officers called murengers, or either of- them, thall die, or 
from his or their office or offices aforeſaid be AMOVED.. that then 
and ſo often, the mayor, aldermen, and common-council, of the city 
aforeſaid, or the greater part of them, immediately ſhall and may 
aſſemble and meet together in the common-hall aforeſaid, and that 
they, ſo there aſſembled, or the greater part of them, ſhall and may 
nominate, and by ſcrutiny elect one or two of the aldermen of the city 
aforeſaid, as the caſe ſhall require, to ſucceed in the office aforeſaid, 
in the place or places, or ſtead, of ſuch officer or officers, ſo dead or 
amoved. And farther, that as often as it ſhall happen that the coroner - 
or coroners, treaſurer or treaſurers, of. the city aforeſaid, officer or 
officers called leave-lookers, common-clerk, {word-bearer, mace-bearer, 
officer called yeoman of the pentice, or crier of the courts, of the 
city aforeſaid, or any of them, die, or from their reſpective offices 
aforeſaid be AMOVED, that then and ſo often, the mayor, aldermen, 
and  common-council, of the city aforeſaid, or the greater part of 
them, ſhall and may, immediately, in the common-hall aforeſaid, aſ- 
ſemble and meet together, and that they, ſo there aſſembled, or the 
greater part of them, ſhall and may nominate, and by ſcrutiny elect 
and prefer, one or more of the citizens of the city aforeſaid, as the 
cale ſhall require, to ſucceed in the reſpective offices aforeſaid, in the 
place or places, or ſtead, of ſuch perſon or perſons, ſo dead or amoved. 
And farther, that if it ſhall happen, in any ſuch election as aforeſaid, In caſe of equa- 
that any mayor of the city aforeſaid, or his deputy, ſhall be preſent, — iger 
and that the votes ſhall be equal in number between the contending ls "4g M 
parties, then it is our will, that the voice of the mayor of the ſame „otes. 
city, or his deputy, for the time being, be taken and held for two 
votes. And our will and pleaſure is, and by theſe preſents, for our- 
ſelf, our heirs and ſucceflors, we grant, to the ſaid mayor and citizens 
aforeſaid, and their ſucceſſors, that all and ſingular officers and mi- 
niſters of the city aforeſaid, herein named and appointed, and all offi- 
cers and miniſters who in future ſhall be elected and appointed, re- 
ſpectively may have, receive, and enjoys and ſhall have, receive, and 
enjoy, all ſuch and ſuch like rights, fees, profits, and advantages, as 
ſuch former officers of the city aforeſaid, reſpectively, theretofore had 
had, received, and enjoyed. | | | 
Provided alzways, and we do by theſe preſents, reſerve to ourſelves, ou Power of amo- 
geirs and ſucceſſors, full power and authority, from time to time, aud at all val reſerved 
times hereafter, at the free will and pleaſure of us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, * the crown. 
by any order of us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, in our privy council made, and 
te the mayer, recorder, common-clork, and any one ar more of the aldermen, 
common council, ſheriffs, coroners, and {ices of the peace, of the ſaid city, 
2 Fr ; | | for 
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Vir the time being, under the ſeal of our privy council aforeſaid, reſpeaiveiy 
/ignified, to amove and declare them to be amoved: And as often as ave, 
our heirs or ſucceſſors, by any ſuch. order in privy council made, ſhall declare 
any ſuch mayor, recorder, comman-clerk, and any one or more of the alder - 
men, common=-council-men, ſheriffs, coroners, and juſtices of the peace, of 
the ſaid city, for the time being, to be and become amoved from bis or their 
reſpectiwe offices, that then and from thenceforth, the mayor, recorder, com- 
: mon-clerk, aldermen, common-council-men, Seri , coroners, and juſiices of 
the peace, and any one or more of them, for the time being, ſo amoved, de- 
clared or to be declared amoved. from their reſpective offices, be and fhall 
be, in deed and in fad, and without any further proceſs, really and to 
all intents and purpoſes auh Heer, amoved accordingly, and fo from time 
to time, as often as the caſe ſhall happen, any thing to the contrary thereof 
notwithſianding (c) And in every ſuch caſe, other fit perſon or per- 
ſons, within a convenient time after ſuch amoval or amovals, ſhall be 
choſen, ſworn and appointed, into the reſpective place and office, or 
the places and offices, of ſuch perſon or perſons ſo amoved, in manner 
as before directed. 725 2h) 5 
Power for the And farther, we will, and by theſe preſents, for ourſelf, our heirs 
mayor 4 p- and ſucceſſors, grant, to the mayor and citizens of the city aforeſaid, 
3 deu and their ſucceflors, that it ſhall and may be lawful for the mayor of 
the city aforeſaid, for the time being, being abſent from the ſame city 
thro' ſickneſs, or for reaſonable cauſe, at his pleaſure to make and con- 
ſtitute, from time to time, one of the aldermen of the city aforeſaid, 
and who ſhall be a juſtice of the peace in the ſaid city, to be and be- 
come the deputy a) of the ſame mayor for the time being; which 
ſaid deputy, ſo as aforeſaid conftituted, ſhall and may be able to do, 
perform, and execute, all and ſingular thoſe things which to the office 
of mayor of the city aforeſaid appertain, and ought to appertain, 
during the pleaſure of the mayor of the city aforeſaid for the time 
being, as fully, freely, and entirely, as the mayor of the city afore- 
ſaid, for the time being, if he were preſent, might or could-do and 
"PRE recor- perform. And farther, we will, and by theſe preſents, for ourſelf, 
522 our heirs and ſucceſſors, grant, to the mayor and citizens of the city 
_ aforeſaid, and their ſucceſſors, that if it ſhall happen that the recorder 
of the city aforeſaid, for the time being, ſhould be afflicted with 
ſickneſs, or be abſent from the city aforeſaid, ſo that he cannot attend 
to the neceſſary buſineſs of the city aforeſaid, that then and ſo often 
it may and ſhall be lawful for the recorder of the city aforeſaid, to 
make and conſtitute one honeſt and diſcreet man, {killed in the laws 
of England, and who ſhall have been a barriſter for the ſpace of three 
years, to be the deputy of the ſame recorder of the city aforeſaid, 
during the time of his fickneſs or abſence as aforeſaid, to be continued 
in the ſaid office during the pleaſure of the ſame recorder for the time 
being; which ſame perſon, ſo to be deputed and conſtituted into K e 
: Once 


e See the timid, cowardly ſpirit of deſpotiſm, even while in the act of 
trampling upon the moſt ſacred rights of mankind !—How carefully it guards 
againſt the reſiſtance that may juſtly be expected to ſuch an enormous ſtretch of 
power! Is it in the power of language itfelf to furniſh terms of ſtricter and more 
comprehenſive caution ? | | 

(4) This innovation, apparently of little conſequence, was nevertheleſs a ma- 
terial part of the deep-laid ſcheme for depriving the people of their liber.ies: They 
might be dazzled with the honour of having one of his majeſty's miniſters, a duke, 
an earl, or a lord, for. their mayor, who, not being at leiſure to attend to the duties 
of his office, might appoint a deputy—the deputy might remain unchanged thro' a 
ſucceſſion of mayoraldes, and thus the influence of the crown be ſtill more firmly 
eſtabliſhed. Pos 


office of deputy recorder, ſhall and may do, perform, and execute, all 
and fingular thofe things which to the office of recorder of the city 
aforeſaid appertain, or ought to appertain, during the pleaſure of the 


(83 ) 


recorder for the time being, and no longer, and ſo from time to time 


for ever, by virtue of theſe letters patent, as fully, freely, and entirely, 
and in as ample manner and form, as the recorder of the city aforeſaid, 
if he were preſent, could do or perform. 


- 


And farther, we will, and by theſe preſents, for ourſelf, our heirs Mayor, as ef. 


and ſucceſſors, do grant, that the ſaid mayor of the city afore- 
ſaid, and his ſucceſſors, may do, have, and exerciſe, all and every 
thing which pertains to the office of eſcheator, and to the clerk of our 
market, and to the office of clerk of our market, as well in our pre- 
ſence as otherwiſe,” and alſo that the ſheriffs aforeſaid, and each of 


cheator and 
clerk of the 
market, to 
have all inci- 
dental emo- 
luments. 


them, may do, have, and exerciſe, all things which pertain- to the Sheriffs to have 


ſneriff, or the office of ſheriff, in as ample manner and form as the 
eſcheators, clerks of the market, and ſheriffs, of other counties of our 
realm of England, or our cities, can or - ought to do, exerciſe, and 


all incidental 
advantages. 


perform; and that no eſcheator or ſheriff of our county of Cheſter, None of the 


or clerk-of the market, or any other officer, of us, or our heirs or 
ſucceſſors, who at the time ſhall be in the aforeſaid city, or the county 
of the ſame, do enter upon, or preſume to enter upon, either within 
the city aforeſaid, or county of che ſame city, or intermeddle with, 
or preſume in any wiſe to intermeddle with, any office by any other 


rſons there done and exerciſed, unleſs for want of the eſcheator or 


clerk of the market aforeſaid : And that the ſaid eſcheator, clerk of 
the market, and ſheriffs, of the city of Cheſter, and each of them, 
have the ſame power, juriſdiction, and liberty, and whatever elſe. to 
the office of eſcheator, clerk of the market, and ſheriffs, appertains, 
in the ſame city, and county of the ſame, as other eſcheators, clerks 
of the market, and ſheriffs, of us and our heirs, have in any other 
place within our realm of England. | | | 


king's foreign 
officers to in- 


termeddle in 


the city. 


And that the ſheriffs of the city of Cheſter, may hold their county Sheriffs to hold 


court there on Monday, from month to month, or 'otherwile, in the 
fame manner as other ſheriffs of us and our heirs in other counties, 
in our kingdom, may or can hold their county courts; and the 
fines and profits thereof, in all future times to their own- uſe may re- 


their county 
courts on 
Monday in 
every month. 


ceive and have. We have alſo granted, and by theſe preſents, for our- Mayor, recor- 


ſelf, our heirs and ſucceſſors, do grant to the mayor and citizens of 
the city aforeſaid, and their ſucceſſors, that for ever hereafter - the 
mayor, recorder, deputy mayor, or deputy recorder of die city afore- 
Aid for the time being, may have cognizaneec of all, and all manner 
of pleas, real, perſonal, and mixt, as well certifications of aſſizes, of 
novel diſſeiſin, death of anceſtors, and attaints, as others, 'Whatfoever, 
as well of lands and tenements within the ſame city and county of 
the ſame city, happening, as of debt, account, treſpaſs, covenant, and 
other contracts, matters, and caſes, whatſoever, within the ſaid city, 
and county, of the ſame city (our cattle of Cheſter, and our liberty, 
within the bounds, called le Gloverſtone, only excepted) howſoever 
happening, as well in the preſence of us, our heirs or ſucceſſors, 
as in our abſence, and the like of our heirs or ſucceſſors, as well bo- 
fore our juſtices of either bench, juſtices aſſigned to hold the aſſizes, 
and juſtices in eyre, as before all other juſtices and miniſters of us, 


our heirs and ſucceſſors; to hold ſuch aſſizes before the 2 re- 


corder, deputy mayor, or deputy recorder, of the city aforeſaid, for 
the time being, in the common-liall of the city aforeſaid, with all 


profits of ſuch manner of pleas, nd how ſoever ariſing, without inter- 


C2 ruption 


der, deputy 
mayor, and 
deputy recor- 
der, to have 
cognizance of 


plcas. 
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ruption, hindrance or impediment of us, our heirs or ſucceſſors, jul- 
tices, barons of exchequer, ſteward or marſhal of the houſhold of us, 
our heirs or ſucceſſors, or eſcheators, ſheriffs, or other bailiffs or 
miniſters of us, our heirs or ſucceſſors, whomſoever ; ſo that the ſame 
juſtices, barons of the exchequer, ſteward and marſhal, eſcheators, 
theritfs, bailiffs or miniſters, of us, our heirs or ſucceſſors aforeſaid, 
with the cognizance of ſuch pleas within the city of Cheſter aforeſaid, 
or county of the ſame city, ariſing, do in no-wiſe interfere ; nor that 
any of them intermeddle, or exerciſe any office there, except only the 
ſteward and marſhal of the houſhold of us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, 
in actions of treſpaſs, covenant, attaint, contract, debt or action, 
perſonal, in the houſhold of us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, between 
thoſe who may or ſhall be of the ſame houſhold. We grant, more- 
over, by theſe preſents, for ourſelf, our heirs and ſuceeſſors, to the 
ſame mayor and citizens of our city aforeſaid, and their ſucceſſors, 
that for ever hereafter they may hold all pleas, plaints and aſſizes, as 
well of lands and tenements within the ſaid city, and county of the 
ſame, ariſing, as of all treſpaſſes, debts, accompts, covenants, con- 
tracts or demands, within the ſaid city, and county of the ſame, 
ariſing by plaint, without writ of us, our heirs or ſucceſſors, before 
the mayor, recorder, deputy mayor, or deputy recorder, of the city 
aforeſaid, for the time being. 


And that none of the-citizens of the city aforeſaid, nor their ſuc- 


tizens to be ceſtors, or any of them, be impleaded or proſecuted before us, or our 


impleadedout 


ot the city. 


Power to exe- 
cute attach- 
Mets. 


N o:thgate gaol. 


Crownmote and 
portmote 
courts to be 


held before 


heirs and ſucceſſors, or before any of the juſtices of us, or our heirs 
and ſucceſſors, of either bench, or the juſtices of our county palatine 
of Chelter, or the juſtices in eyre, of us, our heirs and ſuccetlors, or 
any other of the juſtices or officers of us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, 
concerning any lands or tenements, or any other contracts, covenants, 
treſpaſſes, debts or demands, within the ſaid city, or the county of 
the ſame city, ariſing or happening, but only before the mayor, re 
corder, deputy mayor, deputy recorder, of the ſaid city, for the time 
being, or before the ſheriffs of the ſaid city, for the time being. 
And that the mayor of the city aforeſaid, or his deputy, or the re- 
corder of the city aforeſaid, or his deputy, for the time being, or the 
ſneriffs of the ſaid city, for the time being, and their ſucceſſors, may, 
at all times hereafter, by their ſerjeants at mace, or any of them, and 
their ſucceflors, attach and arreſt the bodies of defaulting perſons, if 
luch perſon be impleaded by any before the mayor of the ſaid city, 
or his deputy, for the time being, or the recorder of the ſaid city, or 
his deputy, for the time being, or before the ſheriffs of the ſaid city, 
or their ſucceſſors in time to come, concerning any covenant, contract, 
demand, treſpaſs, deception, accompt, detention, debt, or any other 
matter or cauſe ariſing or happening within the ſaid city, or county of 
the ſaid city; and them and each of them to keep in their common 
gaol there, till ſufficient ſecurity be found for their anſwering before 
the ſaid mayor or recorder, of their deputies, or the ſheriffs, and their 
ſucceſſors, as to the pleas aforeſaid, in ſuch manner and form as in the 
city of London, or in the aforeſaid city, from antient times was uſed 
and zpproved.  _ | SD! | 


And that they may for ever have a proper gaol and prifon within 
the ſaid city, in a certain place called the Northgate-Tower, in the 
fame manner as hath been formerly accuſtomed. be 

And farther, we will, and by theſe preſents, for ourſelf, our heirs 
and ſucceſlors, do grant, to the aforeſaid mayor and citizens of the 
city aforeſaid, and their ſucceſſors, that, inſtead of a certain court in 

| | the 
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the city afbrefaid; herewfore holden before the mayor of the city 
aforeſaid, called le crowne moote court, in all future time there may 


and ſhall be holden a certain court in the city aforeſaid, on Monday, 
from ſix weeks to fix weeks, in the Guildhall of the city aforeſaid, be- 
fore the mayor and recorder of the city aforeſaid, for the time being, 
or before the deputy mayor and recorder of the city aforeſaid, for the 
time being, or before the mayor and deputy recorder of the city afore- 
{aid, for the time being, or before the deputy mayor and deputy re- 
corder of the city aforeſaid, for the time being; which in all future 
time ſhall be called le crowne-moote court: And by theſe preſents, 
for ourſelf, our heirs and ſucceſſors, aſſign any two of them the afore- 
faid'mayor, recorder, deputy recorder, (of whom we will the mayor 


of the city aforeſaid, or his deputy, to be one) juſtices, of us, our 
heirs and ſucceſſors, to inquire, by the oaths of good and lawful men, 


of the city aforeſaid, and county of the ſame, and other ways, means 


and methods by which they ſhall or may better know, as well within - 


the liberties as without, the truth of the matter of whatſoever petty 
treaſons, inſurrections, rebellions, murders, felonies, manſlaughters, 


killings, burglaries, rapes of women, unlawful meetings and conven- 
ticles, unlawful uttering of words, aſſemblies, miſpriſons, confedera- 


cies, falſe allegations, treſpaſſes, riots, routs, retentions, eſcapes, con- 
tempts, falſities, negligences, concealments, maintenances, oppreſſions, 
champerties, deceits, and other evil doings, offences and injuries 
whatſoever, (high treaſon only excepted) and alſo the acceſſaries of 
them within the city aforeſaid, and county of the ſame, as well within 
the liberties as without, by whomſoever, and in what manner ſoever, 
had, done, committed or perpetrated, and by whom or to whom, 


when, how, and in what manner; and to inquire more fully the 


truth of all other articles and circumſtances concerning the premiſes, 
or any of them, in any manner whatſoever : And all and fingular the 
ſaid evil doings, and other the premiſes, according to the law and 
cuſtom of our kingdom of England, to hear and determine, and alſo 


to be juſtices of us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, to deliver the gaol of the 


city atorefaid, of the priſoners in the ſame priſon being, (priſoners for 
high treaſon only excepted) and thereafter to the ſame gaol, for any 
cauſe (high treaſon only excepted) to be committed from time to time; 
ſo that no juſtice or juſtices of us, our heirs or ſucceſſors, the ſame 
gaol in any wiſe, do deliver, by us, our heirs or ſucceſſors, thereafter 
to be aſſigned, the city aforeſaid, or county of the ſame city, do enter, 
unleſs to deliver the ſame gaol of priſoners for high treaſon only. And 
farther, we will, and by theſe preſents, for ourſelf, our heirs and ſuc- 
ceſſors, grant to the aforeſaid mayor and citizens of the city aforeſaid, 
that, inſtead of a certain court of record, hitherto holden in the city 


the mayor - 
and recorder, 
and their de- 
puties, and 
not before the 
mayor as for- 
merly. 


aforeſaid, before the mayor of the city aforeſaid, called le portmote - 


court, in all future time there may and ſhall be, in the city aforeſaid, 
a certain court of record, on Monday, from fortnight to fortnight, 
in the Guildhall of the city aforeſaid, to be holden before the mayor 
and recorder of the city aforeſaid, for the time being, or before the 
deputy mayor and recorder of the city aforeſaid, for the time being, 
or before the mayor and deputy recorder of the city aforeſaid, for the 
time being, or before the deputy mayor and deputy recorder of the 
city aforeſaid, for the time being, or any of them the aforeſaid 


_— deputy mayor, recorder, and deputy recorder: And that in 
an 


by the ſame court, all ſuch pleas, things and matters, ſhall 
and may be holden, proſecuted, heard and determined, which in 


the court aforeſaid, called le p rtmote, heretofore have been ac- 


cuſtomed 
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cuſtomed to be holden, profecuted and heard, and by ſimilar pro- 
cefſes; jutigments, and executions of. judgments, may and ſhall be 
proſecuted and determined, as fuch like pleas, in the aforeſaid court, 
called le portmote, were accuſtomed to be proſecuted and determined, 

| or otherwiſe, according to the courſe of the common law of our king- 
Sheriffs to hold dom of England. And farther, we will, and by theſe preſents, for ourſelf, 
three courts our heirs and ſucceſſors, grant to the aforeſaid mayor and citizens of the 
e — city aforeſaid, that, inſtead of a certain court of record, heretofore 
pentice court. holden in the city aforeſaid before the ſheriffs of the city aforeſaid for 
DE the time being, called the pentice court, in all future times there 
ſhall and may be holden, in the city aforeſaid, a certain court of re- 

cord, on every Tueſday, Thurſday, and Friday, in the Guildhall of 
the city aforeſaid, before the ſheriffs of the city aforeſaid for the time 
being: And that in and by the ſame court, all ſuch pleas, things 
and matters, may be held, proſecuted, heard and determined, as in 
the court aforeſaid, called the pentice court, heretofore were ac- 
cuſtomed to be holden, profecuted and heard, and by ſuch like pro- 
ceſſes, judgments, and executions of judgments, might and ſhould be 
carried on and determined, as ſuch like pleas in the aforeſaid court, 
called the pentice court, were accuſtomed to be carried on and deter- 
mined, or otherwiſe, according to the courſe of the common law of 

our kingdom of England. - | 5 

Grant of a new We have alſo granted, and by theſe preſents, for ourſelf, our heirs 


5 95 | and fucceffors, do grant, to the ſaid mayor and citizens of the 


city aforeſaid, and their ſucceſſors, that they and their ſucceſſors, 
from henceforth, (beſides the fairs in the ſaid city heretofore held) 
may and ſhall lawfully hold and keep, within the city aforefaid, a 
fair or market, for the buying and ſelling of all and all manner of 
cattle and horſes, in and upon the laſt Thurſday in the month of Fe- 
bruary in every year ; a court of pie-poudre to be held at the time of 
the faid fair; and all liberties, and free cuſtoms, tolls, ſtallage, pick- 
age, fincs and amercements, together with all other profits, com- 
modities, emoluments and advantages, whatſoever, to ſuch like fairs 
or markets, and ccurts of pie-pondre, belonging, appertaining, hap- 
pening or arifing ; yet ſo as that the ſaid fair or market be not to the 
detriment of other neighbouring fairs or markets. (e) 

Power to make And farther, we will, and by theſe preſents do, for ourſelf, our 


 bye-laws. heirs and ſucceſſors, grant to the aforeſaid mayor and citizens of the 


ſaid city, and their ſucceſſors, that the mayor of the ſaid city, or his 
deputy, for the time being, and the recorder of the ſaid city, or his 
_ deputy, for the time being, and the aldermen of the faid city, and 
the common-council of the faid city, or the greater part of them, in 
the common-hall of the ſaid city aſſembled, (of whom we will that 
the mayor of the ſaid city, or his deputy, for the time being, or the 
recorder of the ſaid city, or his deputy, for the time being, be one; 
ſhall and may have full power and ability to prepare, conſtitute, or- 
dain, make and eſtabliſh, from time to time, ſuch laws, ſtatutes and 
ordinances, as to them, or the greater part of them, ſhall appear, in 
{ound diſcretion, good, wholeſome, honeſt, and neceflary for ' the 
well governing and ruling of the city aforeſaid, and of all officers, 
miniſters, artificers, citizens, inhabitants and reſidents, in the ſaid 
city, 


e) In all the charters of theſe times was contained the grant of a mew fair. 
This was to deceive the people into a belief that they were to derive ſome extraor- 
<inary benefits from them; whereas, in reality, it was no more than a contrivance 
to erect a ſtanding memorial of the accetance of theſe abominable inſtruments of 
I\Sranny, ; 


( 5 
city, and county of the fame city; and for declaring in what manner 


and order all and every the officers, miniſters, artificers, citizens and 


inhabitants, of the city aforeſaid, and county of the ſame city, for the 

time being, ſhall hold, bchave and employ themſelves, in their offices, 
places, employments, duties and trades, within the city aforetaid, and 
county of the ſame city: (% And alſo, for the better government, 
preſeryation, diſpoſal, leaſing and demiſing of the lands, tenements, 
poſicfiions and hereditaments, and of the goods and chattels, of the 
mayor and citizens of the faid city, and for the better amending, re- 


pairing and taking care of the common ways and ftreets within the 


aid city, and the county of the ſame city, and for all other matters 
and cauſes whatſoever z as alſo to ordain puniſhment, by fine or 
amercement, towards and upon all offenders againſt ſuch like laws, 
ordinances and conſtitutions, as before mentioned, as to do all ſuch 
things, and make ſuch limitations and proviſions as to them, or the 
greater part of them, ſhall appear neceſlary, fit and requiſite for the 


better obſervation of the ſame laws, ordinances and ftatutes: And it 


may and ſhall be lawful for them to levy and take the ſaid fines and 
amercements to the uſe of the ſaid mayor and citizens of the ſaid city, 
and their ſucceſlors, without impediment of us, our heirs and ſuc- 
ceſſors, or of any ofiicers or miniſters of us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, 
without any accompt rendered to us, our hcirs or ſueceſſors, in that 
behalf. All and ſingular which laws, ordinances and ſtatutes, ſo as 
above-mentioned to be made, we injoin, under the penalties in them 
to be contained, {ſo that, nevertheleſs, the aforeſaid laws, ordinances, 
ſtatutes, fines and amercements, be reaſonable, and not repugnant or 
contrary to the laws, ſtatutes, cuſtoms or rights, of our realm of Eng- 
land ;) and this without any other warrant or commiſſion to be ob- 
tained or procured from us, our heirs or ſucceſſors, in that behalf. 
And, moreover, we have granted, and by theſe preſents, for ourſelf, 


our heirs, and ſucceſſors, do grant to the faid mayor and citizens of 


the aforeſaid city, and their ſucceſlors, for ever, that the mayor of the 
ſaid city of Cheſter and his ſucceſſors, for the time being, and their 
deputies, that they have and bear or cauſe to be borne before them, 
the {word by us given them, or any other ſuch as they may chuſe 
{unleſs in the preſence of us, our heirs, and ſucceflors) with the point 

7214 | f | upwards, 


lt was Charles's intention, by theſe charters, to erect in every corporation 
a junto of his own creatures, who might, upon all occaſions, and by every poſſible 
method, inforce his favourite meaſures. This is here done with a vengeance! 
no man muſt carry on his buſineſs, or purſue his occupation, but in the manner the 
ſele& body ſhall preſcribe. . The proviſo, that theſe regulations ſhall be reaſonable 
and agreeable to law ſignified little, when the interpretation of the law was to re- 
main with the opprefſurs themſelves! How different the ſpirit of Henry's charter, 
may be ſeen, from the clauſe by which it conveys a power to make bye-laws, and 
which runs thus: And, moreover, we have granted, for us and our heirs, and by 
this charter confirmed, to the aforeſaid citizens, * If, peradventure, any cuſtoms 
or ordinances, heretofore obſerved and kept within the city of Cheſter, be, in 
<< any part of them, obſcure or difficult, or that, for ſome caſua/ties ariſing in the 
« ſame city, when a preſent remedy hath not been beard of, they are to be cor- 
* rected anew; then. the mayor, aldermen and ſheriffs, of the city aforeſaid, or 
the greater part of them, far the time being, ſhall have full power and authority, 
* for the common good of the citizens, or our city of Cheſter, and other our 
* faithful ſubjects, frequenting the ſame, by the common aſſent of the above- 
mentioned, and by the advice of the mayor, ſheriffs, and forty citizens yoarly 
** choſen for the common- council of the city aforeſaid, to invent and ordain ſome 
«« remedy, agreeable to conſcience and reaſon; and theſe their ordinances ſhall be 


put in practice, ſo oft and whenſoever they ſhall think it meet and convenient, 


** ſo long as theſe ordinances be profitable to us and our people, and anſwerable to 
good faith and reaſon, as is before ſaid.” 


Mayor to- have 


a ſword car. 
ried before 
him. 
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go 


ec wh) 


upwards, as well in the preſence of the nobles and lords of our realm 

| of England, who are of the blood royal, as otherwiſe howſoever ; 
And a mace, and that the ſerjeants at mace of the mayor and ſheriffs of the ſaid 
city and their ſucceſſors, for the time being, ſhall have the privilege 

of bearing before the mayor of the ſaid city, or his . for the 


time being, gilt or ſilver, or ſilvered maces, and adorned with the 

enſigns armorial of us, our heirs, and ſucceſſors, as well in the pre- 

ſence of us, our heirs, and ſucceſſors, as in the preſence of the con- 
ſorts and mothers of us, our heirs, and ſucceſſors, within the aid | 

city and county of the ſame, and carry them in the ſame manner as 

cur ſerjeants at arms, lawfully and freely, without any let, hindrance, 

StewarFang or impeachment, of us, our heirs, and ſucceſſors hereafter.” Aud, 
marſhal of moreover, we will, and by theſe preſents, for ourſelt, our heirs, and 
the king's ſucce lors, grant to the ſaid mayor and citizens of the ſaid city and 
houſhold, and their ſucceſſors, for ever, that the ſteward and marſhal of the houſe- 
te + ai | oy hold of us and our heirs, or the clerk of the market of us or our 
to intermed- heirs, ſhall not henceforth, either in the preſence or abſence of us 
dle ia the or our heirs, enter nor fit within the liberties of the ſaid city, or 
City. within the county of the ſame city, nor do or exerciſe their offices 
there, nor ſhall, under any pretence, inquire or cauſe inquiry to be 

made, of any perſons within the ſame liberties of the city aforeſaid, 

or county thereof, for any matter done or to be done, or happening 
there, nor thruſt in themſelves there, in any wiſe, nor draw into ſuits 

at law any of the citizens of the ſaid city, or any other perſon dwel- 

ling within the fame or county thereof ot of the ſaid city or county 
thereof, for any cauſe, matter, or chance, ariſing within the liberties 

of the ſaid city or county of the fame. 2. | 
Citizens not to. We have granted, likewiſe, and by theſe preſents for curſelf, our 
be on juries heirs, and ſucceſſors, do grant to the ſaid mayor and citizens of the 
out of the ci- city aforeſaid, and their ſucceſſors, that they be not ſummoned, . 
ty, unleſs it placed, nor impanelled, and that none of them be ſummoned, placed, 
* gag the or impanelled, upon aſſizes, attaints, juries, or any inqueſts of te- 
8. nure inward, nor upon any deed, contract, ſlander, or quarrel, or 
any — « maggny real, or mixed, in any wiſe ariſing in the ſaid 
city of Cheſter, or county of the fame city, nor make any recogni- 

; zance in aſſizes, attaints, or juries, without the ſaid city, unleſs the 
Goods of felons fact ſpecially concern us or our heirs and ſucceſſors. We have granted, 
and fugitives, moreover, and by theſe preſents,” for us, our heirs, and ſucceſſors, do 
c. grant to the aforeſaid mayor and citizens, their heirs and ſucceſſors, 
that they have all the goods and chattels of ou:laws, felons, fugitives, 

and of all, any way attainted, convicted, or condemned; and of 
ſelf-murtherers, deodands, and of all that are executed for felony, as 

alſo of petty traitors contingent within the ſaid city of Cheſter, and 

Citizens freed the county of the ſame. And that the aforeſaid citizens, their heirs, 
from all cuſ- and ſucceſſors, for ever, be quit, and altogether diſburthened, of all 
toms, except and every cuſtoms, priſes, and all other payments, exactions, and 
wine and demands for all their merchandizes, there (the cuſtoms and prizes of 
* wine and iron alone excepted) to help, and caſe the payment of their 
To have forfeit fee farm of the city of Cheſter: and that the ſaid mayor and citizens 
| of the city aforeſaid, and their ſucceſſors, for ever, have the forfeit 
of victuals, by law, howſoever forfeited, to wit, bread, wine, and 
Fiſhing in the - other ſaleable things, which belong not to merchandize. We have 
river Dee. granted moreover, and do grant, to the ſaid mayor and citizens and. 
their ſucceſſors, for us, our heirs, and ſucceſſors, that the ſaid mayor 

or ſheriffs, and their ſucceſſors, at all times hereafter, have the examin- 


ing of the water of Dee, from a certain place, called the Iron Bridge, 
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of victuals. 
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- 


to another place, called Arnold's Eye, to ſearch and overſee all nets, 


wears, and other devices for the taking of fiſh, ſet in the ſame water, 


and, if they happen to find, either by examination, or by inquiry, 
that any, againſt the form of any ſtatutes, have ſet or erected he NK 
for the deſtruction of young fiſh, called frey, that then, they may take, 
carry away, and retain, and at their pleaſure burn all the inſtruments, 
for the puniſhmenc of thoſe who had ſet ſuch nets, wears, or devices, 


or who, hereafter, ſhall preſume to ſet or ere& them, and to bring to 


juſtice, amerce, fine, or otherwiſe puniſh, according to the ordinances 
before ſpoken of, all and every of them which do ſo ſet their nets, 
wears, and devices, according to the laws, ſtatutes, and cuſtoms of the 
city aforeſaid, either enacted already, or hereafter to be enacted, and 
that they have all fines, amerciaments, and forfeits, for the aforeſaid 
tranſgreſſions, howſoever aſſeſſed, and, by themſelves, their ſheriffs, or 


other officers, to be collected and laid. We will alſo, and by theſe T 


renches there- 


| preſents grant, and, under a heavy penalty, forbid any man, to make in. 


any trenches, in the ſaid water of Dee, within the marks, limits, and 
bounds aforeſaid, or to carry, or cauſe to be carried, any dung or filth, 
in boats or other veſſels through the aforeſaid water, under pain of 
forfeiting the boats or veſſels, and a fine, according to the Liferetion 
of the mayor and ſheriffs of the city aforeſaid ; which forfeits and fines 
we grant to the mayor and ſheriffs of the city aforeſaid, and their ſuc- 


ceſſors, to have and receive in eaſe and aid of the farm of the city 


aforeſaid. We will and alſo grant, and for us, and our heirs, have grant- Market. 


ed to the aforeſaid mayor and citizens of the ſaid city, their heirs and 
and ſucceſſors, that no merchant, henceforth within the ſaid city afore- 
faid, in the ſuburbs, villages, precincts, or circuit aforeſaid, ſell, by 
' wholeſale or by retail, fiſh or fleſh, but in the place or places aſſigned 
by the mayor, for the time being, under pain of forfeiting the ſaid 
fiſh or fleſh, and paying a fine, at the diſcretion of the mayor of the 
city aforeſaid, for the time being, which forfeit and fine, we will, 
ſhall be converted and applied to the uſe of the citizens of the city 


aforeſaid, to help to pay their fee farm aforeſaid. And, moreover, of Tenure of the 


our abundant grace, We have granted, and by theſe preſents, for our- 


ſelf, our heirs, and ſucceſſors, do grant to the ſaid mayor and citizens, 
of the city aforeſaid, and their ſucceſlors, that they, and their ſucceſ- 


© ſors aforeſaid, from this time, have and hold, for ever, our aforeſaid 


city of Cheſter, the villages, and ſuburbs of the ſame, with all lands, 
tenements, profits, commodities, eſcheats, forfeits, deodands, amer- 
ciaments, fines, and a certain cuſtom, called murage, with all other pri- 
vilege and things aforeſaid, howſcever belonging or appertaining to the 
ſaid city, ſuburbs, villages, and grounds thereof, in that manner and 
form, due to us, and our heirs and ſucceſſors, the earls of Cheſter, as 
we, by right, ought to enjoy and poſſeſs them, for fee farm to us, our 


city. 


heirs and ſucceſſors, as carls of Cheſter, paying, therefore, to us, our In fee farm 201. 
heirs, and ſucceſſors, as earls of Cheſter, for the premiſes, twenty yearly. 


pounds of filver, and no more, at the feaſts of Eafter, and St. Michael 
the archangel, by equal portions ; ſo that the ſame mayor and citizens, 


and their ſucceſſors, or any of them, hereafter, be eaſed of the old 


farm of that city, and all the arrearages thereof (1f there be any) and 


every parcel thereof, without any account or any other thing to us, 


to be rendered, paid, or done; we grant, moreover, to the aforeſaid 


mayor and citizens, and their ſucceſſors, that they may build all the 


void places, within the liberties aforeſaid, and appropriate the ſame to 
themſelves, and reap the profit of the ſame, and that they have and 


receive the revenues thereof towards the payment of the farm of the 
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eity aſoreſaid, and that they have, for themſelves and their ſucceſſors 
Toll, cuſtom, for ever, ſock, ſack, toll (g) cuſtom, goods ſtolen within their liber- 
8. ties and found there, or elſe ſtolen without and found within, and be 
Feharged throughout all the lands and territories of us, our heirs, 
and {ucceſſers, as earls of Cheſter, of toll, paſlage, laſtage, murage, 
annage, pontage, and tallage, lene and danegeld, gaywyn, and all 
other cuſtoms, as well in England as in other the lands of us and our 
heirs aforeſaid, as hath hitherto been uſed or of right accuſtomed. 
Power to accept And, moreover, know ye, that we, in conſideration that the afore - 
lands. cc. ſaid mayor and citizens of Cheſter, and their ſucceſſors, may the bet- 
2 PIG Ho ter be able to ſuſtain and ſupport the burden of their charges in the 
as againſt ſaid city, from time to time, of our ſpecial grace, certain knowledge, 
mortmain. and mere motion, have granted and given licence, and by theſe pre- 
ſents for us, our heirs, and ſucceſſors (as far as in us lies) do grant 
ſpecial licence and give free and lawful faculty, power, and authori- 
ty, to the mayor and citizens of the city of Cheſter aforeſaid, and 
their ſucceſſors, to have, receive, and take, to them and their ſucceſ- 
ſors, for ever, as well from us, our heirs, and ſucceſſors, as from any 
of our liege ſubjects; or from any other perſon or perſons whatſoever, 
manors, mefluages,: lands, tenements, rectories, tythes, rents, rever- 
ſions, ſervices, and other poſſeſſions, reverſions, or hereditaments, 
whatſoever, notwithſtanding the ſtatute concerning lands and tene- 
ments, in mortmain or any other ſtatute, act, ordinance, proviſion, or 
reſtriction, to the contrary heretofore made, had, publiſhed, ordained, 
or provided, and notwithſtanding any other thing, cauſe, or matter, 
whatſoever. | | 
Officers to take We will, morcover, and by theſe preſents for us our heirs and ſuc- 
the oaths of ceſſors, ordain, and firmly enjoin and command, that the aforeſaid mayor, 
ny” recorder, aldermen, common-council, ſheriffs, coroners, common-clerk, 
the officers called murengers, treaſurers, the officers called leavelookers, 
ſword- bearer, mace-bearer, and crier of the courts of the city afore- 
faid, in theſe preſents nominated and appointed, and alſo all and ſingu- 
lar perſons who after the completion of theſe our letters patent, and by 
virtue of the fame ſhall be nominated, choſen and appointed, to or ir. 
any office or place, offices or places aforeſaid, or to qr in any other of- 
fices within the city aforeſaid, or ſhall be the deputy of any of the of- 
ficers in theſe preſents beſore- mentioned; and atio all and every per- 
ſons who ſhall be juſtices of the peace in the ſaid city, in theſe preſents 
nominated and a; pointed, and all and every other perſons who by vir- 
tue of theſe our letters, ſhall afterwards be juſtices to keep the peace 
in the ſaid city, before they ſhail be admitted to the execution or exer- 
ciſe of the office or offices, place or places, to which they are or ſhall 
be ſo reſpeRively nominated, appointed, or conſtituted, or any other- 
wiſe ſhall in that reſpect intermeddle, or any one of them reſpectively, 
ſhall take, as well the corporal oath commonly called the oath of alle- 
giance, as the corporal oath called the oath of ſupremacy, and alſo their 
oaths for the due execution of their offices, before ſuch perſons as are 
afterwards by theſe preſents appointed to give and adminiſter the ſame, 
All former free or any two or more of them.—And alſo that all and every perſon and 


men and citi- 

ens [excees | perſons 
Roger Whit- 

len, Kc.) to {(p) But the crown cannot, by charter, and without a&t of parliament, give au— 
be re-admit- thority to levy any tolls or duties upon the ſubject. If, indeed, theſe tolls are 
ed. preſeriptiar, i. e. have been accuſtomed. to be taken according to the common e 


preſſion) time out of mind ;, this will, as well as an act of parliament, authorize the 
demand of them. But if this charter be a valid one, the corporation were, juſt be- 
fore, abſolutely diſſclved 3 and conlequently all their preſcriptive right and title nul- 
!:fed. | 


1:fie 
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perſons who ſhall hereafter be admitted to be freemen of the city afbre- 
taid, before they ſhall be ſo admitted, ſhall reſpectively take, as well 
the corpora! oath commonly called the oath of allegiance, as alſo the 
corporal oath called the oath of ſupremacy, and alſo the ſeveral oaths 
which heretofore have been uſed to be taken by ſuch perſons as were 
admitted to be freemen of the city aforeſaid. And our will and plea- 
fure 1s,” that all perſons who have heretofore been freemen of the atore- 
faid city, (Roger Whitley, eſq. Thomas Whitley, ſon of the aforeſaid 
Roger Whitley, John Manwaring, elq. William Williams, late recor- 
der of the ſaid city, George Booth, eſq. William Street, George Man- 


waring, and Michael Johnion, only ex.epted) upon their reaſonable re- --. 


queſt ſhall be admitted, and ſhall be freemen of the ſaid city. And 


for the better execution of our will as to the giving and adminiſtering - 


the ſeveral oaths- aforeſaid, we give and grant, for ourſelf, our heirs 
and ſucceſſors, by theſe preſents, full power and authority to the hono- 
rable Thomas Needham, eſq. and to our well-beloved and faithful 
Richard Middleton, baronet, John Werden, baronet, Philip Egerton, 
knight, Geoffery Shakerley, knight, Thomas Wainwright, doctor of 
laws, Kenrick Eyton, eſq. John Groſvenor, eſq. William Venables, 
eſq. Peter Dutton, eſq. John Maſſey, eſq. and Ralph Graham, eſq. 


or to any two or more of them to give, exhibit, and adminiſter the 


jeveral oaths before appointed and directed to be given, to all and 


Commiſſioners 
appointed to 
ſwear in the 


officers.” © 


ſingular the perſons before-mentioned in theſe preſents, and appointed 
to be mayor, recorder, aldermen, common-council, ſherifts,: coroners, 


common-clerk, officers called murengers, treaſurers, officers called leave - 
lookers, ſword-bearer, mace-bearer, and crier of the courts of the city 


- 


aforeſaid. And alſo by theſe preſents we do for ourſelf, our heirs and Power for the 


ſucceſſors, give and grant, full power and authority to the reſpective 
perſons in theſe preſents before- mentioned and appointed to be mayor 
and recorder of the city aforeſaid for the time being, and to the reipec- 
tive perſons in theſe preſents before-mentioned to be juſtices to keep 
the peace in the ſaid city, and alſo all other perſons who hereafter ſhall 
be mayor, deputy mayor, recorder, deputy recorder, of the city afore- 
faid, or juſtices aſſigned to keep the peace in the {aid city, or to any 
two or more of them from time to time to give, exhibit, and admi- 
niſter, the ſeveral oaths beforementioned to ſuch perſons 1 
who hereafter ſhall be named, choſen or appointed to any office or 
offices, place or places, of officer or officers in theſe preſents men- 
tioned or conſtituted, or to any other officer within the city aforeſaid, 
or county of the ſame city; and alſo to all other perſons who hereafter 
ſhall be juſtices to keep the peace in the ſaid city, or ſhall be admitted 
freemen of the city aforeſaid : And alio to give, exhibit, and admini- 
ſter the oath aforeſaid, called the oath of ſupremacy, to any perſon 


within the city aforeſaid, or county of the ſaid city, who by the laws 


or ſtatutes of our realm of England ought to take that oath. 


mayor, &c, 

to adminiſter 
the oaths in 

future. 


And moreover, of our abundant and ſpecial grace, and of our cer- Grant of the re- 


tain knowledge and mere motion, we have given and granted, and by 
theſe preſents, for ourſelf, our heirs, and ſucceſſors, do give and grant 
to the mayor and citizens of the city aforeſaid, and their ſucceffors, 
for ever, the office of maſter or keeper of the hoſpital of St. John 
Baptiſt, in our city of Cheſter aforeſaid, or by whatever other name 
the ſaid hoſpital may be. called or named, or at any time whatſoever 


verſion of the 
office of maſ- 
ter or keeper 
of St. John's 
hoſpital. 


hath heretofore been called or named; together with all and every of With 11 lands, 


its privileges, members, profits, conveniencies, advantages, lands, te- 
nements, glebes, tythes, houſes, edifices, orchards, gardens, and all 


other premiſes to the ſame in any wile appertaining, to have, hold, 
D 2 and 


&c. thereto 
belonging. 


1 


and enjoy the aforeſaid office, and all and every the premiſes aforeſaid 
to the mayor and citizens of the city aforeſaid, and their ſucceſſors, 
for ever, immediately (h) after the death, releaſe, or forfeiture of Ro- 
ger Whitley, eſq. now maſter or keeper of the aforeſaid hoſpital, or 
in whatever other manner that office may happen to be vacated, in as 
ample manner and form as George Hope, eſq. and the ſaid Roger 
Whitley, or any other or others the maſter or keeper, maſters or 
keepers of the {aid hoſpital, have held, occupied, or enjoyed the office 
aforeſaid, and the other premiſes, with their appurtenances, or ought 
to hold, occupy, or enjoy the ſame : All and every of which premites 
laſt mentioned, we have, by our letters patent, under the great ſeal 
of our rcalin of England, bearing date, at Weſtminſter, the 14th day 
of ſuns, in the 12th year of our reign, granted to the aforeſaid Roger 
Whitley, now living, for and during the term | of his natural life. 


Grant of the And, moreover, of our abundant ſpecial grace, and of our certain 


lands belong- : | 7 
ing 06 che knowledge and mere motion, we grant, to the mayor and citizens of 


hoſpital of the city aforeſaid, and their ſucceſſors, by theſe preſents, for ourſelf, 
Spital Bough- our heirs, and ſucceſſors, all and fingular the lands, tenements, rever- 
don. ſions, and hereditaments, whatſoever, to the hoſpital, or late hoſpital 
of Boughton, alias Spital Boughton, within the liberties of the city 
aforeſaid, in any wiſe belonging or appertaining, to have and hold the 
ſame premiſes with their appurtenances, to the ſaid mayor and citizens | 
of the city aforeſaid, and their ſucceſſors, for ever. And further, we 
will, and by theſe preſents, for ourſelf, our heirs, and ſucceſſors, grant 
to the ſaid mayor and citizens of the city aforeſaid, that they and their 
ſucceſiors, for ever, may have, hold, enjoy, ule, and exerciſe, for their 
own uſe and benefit, all and every ſu h and ſuch like lands, tenements, 
acknowledgments, and ſervices, and other poſſeſſions whatſoever, fran- 
chiſes, liberties, immunities, acquittances, privileges, executions, juriſ- 
dictions, fairs, markets, tolls, deodands, fines, forteitures, penalties, 
amercements, profits, commoditics, advantages, emoluments, and here- 
ditaments whatſoever, /i) in as ample manner as the mayor and citi- 
zens of the city aforeſaid, or any of them, at any time heretofore have 
lawfully had, held, enjoyed, or uſed or exerciſed,” and auhich are not 
repugnant to our real intention in theſe preſents expreſſed. | | 


rant of the an- And, moreover, we do, for ourſelf, our heirs, and ſucceſſors, by 


tient ſword, theſe 
mace, &c. be- | 
longing to the () Roger Whitley died in 1697; but the reſtoring charter, in 1688, having, 
late mayor & in the opinion of all men then living, put an end to that of Charles II. it became 
eitizens. a queſtion, how the corporation could get hold of theſe lands? The old junto 
were at that time again in power; but, tho' they dared not produce this as the 
charter of the city, they were in hopes it might prove a walid grant, as to the hoſpi- 
tal. The point ſeems to have been in debate, between them and the repreſenta- 
„tives of Whitley, till the year 1703; when the following order of afſembly was 
made . | 7 
« That Dame Elizabeth Mainwaring may have an inſtrument, under the city 
« ſeal, to indemnify, and ſave harmleſs, her the ſaid Dame Elizabeth Mainwar- 
ing, her heirs, executors and adminiſtrators, of and from all ſuits and damages 
« which may happen to her or them, by reaſon of her delivery of the antient ſeal 
of the hoſpital of St. John the Baptiſt, without the Northgate of the ſaid city; 
together with the counterpart of leaſes, deeds, evidences, writings and papers, 
relating thereunto, unto the mayor and citizens of this city: And that :œe 
charter entruſted with Mr. Recorder, by a late order of aſſembly, be depofited 
25 ng in the treaſury of this city ;“ (it being juſ then diſcovered to be of ſome 
value. 0 
It is farther ordered, that the thanks of the houſe be given to Mr. Shackerley 
«« for his care, kindneſs, and expence, in aſſerting rhe rights of this city to the 
«« ſaid hoſpitals ;*” (theſe rights having been conſidered as at beſt very doubtful.) 
i) What an oftentatious liſt of zon-entities, in return for the deprivation of the 
ſubſtantial bleſſings of ſicedom! - Mark the proviſo immediately following ! 


( 

theſe preſents, give and grant to the ſaid mayor and citizens of the city 
aforeſaid, to their own. proper uſe, the ſword and the mace, which 
heretofore were wont to be carried before the former mayors of the 
ſaid city, as alſo all the plate, and all other goods and chattels, which 
formerly were the plate or chattels of the mayor and citizens of the 
ſaid city, or which to them formerly belonged, or were reputed to be- 
long. As alſo all manner of rents, revenues, and arrears, the rents 
and revenues of all lands, tenements, or hereditaments, heretofore of 
the mayor and citizens of the city aforeſaid, or to them belonging, due 
or received from any perſon or perſons, ſince the day of the election 
of the aforeſaid William Streete, the laſt mayor of the city aforeſaid, 
to wit, the 12th day of October, which was in the 35th year of our 
reign ; and all tolls, duties, and cuſtoms, which ought, or were wont, 
to ariſe within the ſaid city, after the aforeſaid 12th day of October; 
and alſo all ſums of money paid to any perſon or perſons, after the ſaid 
day, in the year above-mentioned, on account or pretext of any tolls, 
duties, or cuſtoms, formerly due, and payable to the ſaid mayor and 
citizens. FR ns ; 1 

And we do, by theſe preſents, ſtrictly cnjoin and command the ſaid 
William Streete, and all other perſons in whoſe hands. or cultody the- 
{word, mace, plate, (4) goods and chattels aforeſaid, are or ſhall be, 
upon reaſonable requiſition in that behalf made, to deliver up the 
ſword, mace, plate, goods and chattels aforeſaid, to Thomas Groſvenor, 
and his ſucceſſor, the mayor of the ſaid city, to and for the uſe of the 
mayor and citizens aforeſaid, for ever. And allo, upon the like reaſon- 
able requiſition, to deliver up, pay, or ſatisfy, the treaſurers of the city 
aforeſaid, or either of them, the rents, arrears, tolls, duties, cuſtoms, 
and ſums of money aforeſaid, to and for the uſe of the ſaid mayor 
and citizens. | | 

And moreover we will, and for ourſelf, our heirs, and ſucceſſors, 
ſtrictly command, that the ſaid mayor and citizens, of the city afore- 
ſaid, and their ſucceſſors, have, hold, uſe, and enjoy, and may lawfully 
have, hold, uſe, and enjoy, for ever, all liberties, authorities, and ac- 
quittances, by theſe preſents granted, according to the tenor and effect 
of theſe our letters patent, without let or impediment of us, our heirs 
and ſucceſſors, or of our juſtices, ſheriffs, and all other our bailiffs and 
miniſters whomſoever. 

We will, moreover, and by theſe preſents, for ourſelf, our heirs and 
ſucceſſors, grant to the aforeſaid mayor and citizens and their ſucceſſors, 
that theſe our letters patent, ſo as aforeſaid, generally made unto them, 
be and ſhall be of the ſame force and effect as if all the premiſes above 
ſpecified, and by theſe preſents granted, had been more ſpecially, law- 
fully, and particularly, in theſe our letters patent, expreſſed or ſpeci- 
| fied: And that they ſhall be good, firm, valid, and ſufficient in law, 
; 2 and 

(4k) This, it appears, was afterwards diſpoſed of, to reimburſe Sir Thomas 
| Groſvenor the inoney he had advanced, for getting rid of the old charter, and pro- 
curing the new one: accordingly we find the following, among the firſt reſolutions 
of the new corporation: | 

„That the monies due for the charge of obtaining his late Majeſty's gracious 
„charter, ſhall be paid, by the treaſurers of this city, into the hands of the 
mayor, (Sir T. Grolvenor) to be by bim paid over where it cught ;” (that is to ſay 
into his own pocket.) 

«© That all thoſe who were made aldermen by his late Majeſty King Charles the 
„ Second's moſt gracious letters patent, and had not been aldermen before that 
time; and the common-councilmen,, who were alſo made by the ſaid letters pa- 
tent, and had not been ſo before; do agtee, the aldermen to pay 40s. a-piece, 
and the common-councilmen 208. a-x'ece, 79 be laid out in plate, for the uſe of 
* this incorporation. INT” 
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and ſhall be underſtood, interpreted, and determined, on the part of 
the mayor and citizens of the city aforeſaid, and their ſucceſſors, with 
reſpect to us, our heirs, and ſucceſſors, ſo as it may be better known 
and underſtood, notwithſtanding any ftatute, omiſſion, repugnance, de- 
fe, or contrariety, in them; or any other thing, cauſe, or matter 
whatſoever, to the contrary thereof notwithſtanding ; faving always, 
and in all things, the rights, liberties, franchiſes, privileges, and im- 
munitfes, heretofore granted by our predeceſſors the Kings of England, 
to the Cathedral Church of Chriſt, and the Bleſſed Virgin Mary, ot 
Cheſter, within the ſaid city, to the Lord Biſhop of the ſame church, 
and his ſucceſſors; to the Dean and Chapter, and their ſucceſſors; and 
to them, or any of them, now in matter or cuſtom, of right belongmg. 
And alto we will, and by theſe preſents, for ourſelves, our heirs, and 
ſucceſſors, grant to the ſaid mayor and citizens, of the city aforeſaid, 
and their ſucceſſors, that they have theſe our letters patent, as well un- 
der our great ſeal of England, as under the ſeal of our county palatine 
of Cheſter, any act or ſtatute to the contrary, cuſtom or proviſion, in 
any wiſe notwithſtanding ; and notwithſtanding expreſs mention be 
not made in theſe preſents, of the true annual value, or of the cer- 
tainty of - the premiſes, or any of them ; or of other gifts or grants, by 
us or by any of our anceſtors, in time paſt made; and any ſtatute, act, 
ordinance, or any other thing, cauſe, or matter whatſoever, in any wiſe 

notwithſtanding. 1 
In witneſs whereof we have cauſed theſe our letters to be made pa- 
tent. Witneſs ourſelf, at Weſtminſter, the 4th day of February, in 
the 37th year of our reign. 5 
By writ of privy ſeal, _ PIGOTT. 
For fine in the. hanaper, 6). 138. 4d. SW 


Gu:t.Ford, C:S. 


(28 9 
As a farther inſtance of the unwarrantable practices made uſe of to 
| procure, and, if occaſion required, to inforce, a popular acceptance of 
| theſe odious charters, we add the following account of the reception of 
this at Cheſter, which may ſerve as a ſpecimen of what was done at 
every other place where they were introduced: 


- ; « Cheſter, March 7, 1684. 
& Yeſterday was brought hither, the new charter, his majeſty hath 
* been graciouſly pleaſed to grant unto this city, by Sir Thomas 
% Groſvenor, our preſent mayor, accompanied with the high ſheriff, 
«* our governor, Sir Philip Egerton, and a great many other gentle- 
men of the county. At their entrance into the liberties, they 
were met by the juſtices, the aldermen, and common-council, in 
their formalities, the militia, being in arms, and the twenty-four 
companies of tradeſmen, making a guard from the bars-gate to the 
*« eaſt-gate, and the battalion in garriſon here, making a guard from 
_ © the eaſt-gate to milk foops. Being come to Guildhall, amidſt the 
loud and repeated acclamations of the people, the charter was read, 
„ and the mayor having made a very loyal ſpeech, which met with 
* the general applauſe, ſatisfaction, and thanks of the aſſembly, he 
& and the reſt of the officers were ſworn : which done, the mayor 
cc came to the Croſs, drank the king's health, and ordered the con- 
« duit to run with wine, and afterwards treated the whole company 
« very ſplendidly, the great guns firing from the caſtle, with vollies 
« of ſmall /hot, the mulic playing, and bells ringing, with all other 
« demonſtrations of an univerſal joy.” i 3 
As to the charter having been read, when we conſider that it con- 
ſiſts of many ſkins of parchment, and is conceived in the unintelli- 
gible jargon of /aw latin, we muſt be allowed to with-hold our belief. 
We may rather ſuppoſe that the heads of it, brought down by Mr. 
Kegge, and of theſe only a proper /ele&ion, were all that the citizens 
were made acquainted with. But. there is no room at all to doubt, 
but that the portrait of his moſt gracious majeſty, and the gilding and 
other ornamental devices with which the front of the charter is moſt 
profuſely decorated, were pompouſly diſplayed before the eyes of the 


- gaping multitude, who were to judge of the value of the contents by 


the ſplendor of its external appearance. What honeſt heart does not 
{well-with indignation againſt the men who could be baſe enough to 
contrive, and the ſtill baſer tools who afliſted them in executing, a 
{ſcheme by which Engliſhmen were to be duped out of their deareſt 
birthright ? It may be eaſily ſuppoſed, that, while one ſet of theſe de- 
luded wretches were huzzaing, and {willing the wine at the conduit, and 
another cramming themſelves at the /pendid treat of Mr. Mayor, all 
good and thoughtful men were mourning in ſecret over their loſt 
liberties, and earneſtly wiſhing, though then ſca:cely hoping, for that 
deliverance which providence ſoon after ſent them in the glorious x E- 
YvOLUTION under King William. | 4 | 
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